Population Density

* Population is concentrated within the City of Syracuse and towns immediately adjacent to the City.
* The northern and eastern portions of the region are generally more densely populated than the southern and
western portions, with pockets of density in the villages throughout the region.
* The highest population density is found on the northside of the City of Syracuse.
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City and Town Populations in the MPA
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Jusf over 30 percent of Onondaga
County’s total population lives in the
City of Syracuse according to the 2010
Census, making the City of Syracuse’s
population greater than any other sin-
gle town within Onondaga County and
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the Metropolitan Planning Area. The
second most populous municipality
within Onondaga County is the Town
of Clay, with 58,206 people or 12.5
percent of the County’s total popu-

lation. Outside of the City, the towns

immediately adjacent to the City are
generally the most populous with a
marked concentration of population
to the east andespecially, the north of
the city. These towns generally have a
suburban character, but in some cases,
particularly for the towns immediately
adjacent to the city, areas with a more
urban character. The towns south of the
city and to the far west of the city have
much lower population density and a
much more rural character, although
pockets of density can be found in the
numerous villages throughout the area.

Within the City of Syracuse, the high-
est population density is found on the
northside. Some areas of the City
show very low population density, on
par with the most rural areas of the
County. The low-density areas of the
City are generally occupied by spe-
cial non-residential land uses, such
as large City parks, Destiny USA, the
NBT Bank Stadium - Regional Mar-
ket - Regional Transportation Center
complex, and Syracuse University’s
main campus. Other low-density ar-
eas include Erie Boulevard, which is
characterized by very suburban-style
retail uses, and Downtown Syracuse,
which has only recently experienced
a renaissance of residential space as
evidenced by the very small pock-

ets of high density within downtown.



Population Change

* Onondaga County’s population peaked in 1970. The total population of the County has remained fairly stable
since then, though individual municipalities have experienced more pronounced gains and losses in population.

* The land area considered “urban” has continually increased since 1950.

* The City of Syracuse’s total population peaked in 1950 and has continuously declined since then.

Metropolitan Planning Area ' ( Change in Population
‘ |~ 2000 to 2010
Bl More than 25% decrease

B 10% to 25% decrease

HASTI PGS I 6% to 9% decrease
/ ‘/ 1% to 5% decrease

f WEST No change to 2% increase
\ ! MONROE 3% to 10% increase

11% to 25% increase
B 26% to 57% increase
Urban Area (2010 Census)

\ b

Central 1

Squcre: /
-

SCHROEPPEL

—— v
LYSANDER Oneida Lake
Baldwinsville N
- '\\\/~ \\" N \

N
N

VAN BUREN

___ SULLIVAN
90

Jordan
- | ET ELBRIDGE

Elbridge

E[_};‘inoq

MANLIUS

Idrl‘—‘g::“e]ﬂeville

SKANEATELES ‘ - NAEms
8] .
o —Skaneateles ONONDAGA ~
0 2 7 \g POMPEY
: LAFAYETTE
MARCELLUS 2 /—/\
%
?
o,
o
- Q OTISCO
D
¢
%, (% [
Fabius
SPAFFORD 73
N
Data Sources: NYSDOT, 2012;
@ R T SRV, Census 2010 & 2000 Tract

12 Demographics

Population of City of Syracuse and Onondaga County
with Square Mileage of Urban Area, 1950 to 2010
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The total population of the MPA (using
the 2010 boundary) increased from
495,354 in 2000 to 504,672 in 2010.
This is a total increase of 1.9 percent
over the 10-year period. The County’s
population peaked in 1970 and has
remained fairly stable since that time.
However, the City of Syracuse saw its
population decline from over 220,000
people in 1950 to 145,170 people in
2010. When the County’s population
peaked in 1970, over 40 percent of
the County’s total population resided in
the City of Syracuse. In 2010, the City’s
population accounted for just over 30
percent of the County’s total population.

The most substantial population loss
for the City of Syracuse occurred be-
tween 1970 and 1980, when the City
population declined by nearly 14 per-
cent. This outflow of population slowed
down between 1980 and 1990, but
increased again to a loss of over 10
percent from 1990 to 2000. The 2010
Census data show a loss of less than 1
percent of the City’s population over
the last decade, but only time will tell if
this is a first step toward population sta-
bilization within the City of Syracuse.
The decline of the City population cou-
pled with a fairly stable County popu-
lation indicates that the population has
decentralized over time, and this trend
is also reflected by the expansion of
the Urban Area (an official boundary
that encompasses the densely settled
portion of our region, containing what
most people would characterize as
both urban and suburban areas). Towns
around the City of Syracuse have expe-
rienced some growth even as Ononda-
ga County’s population has stayed rel-
atively flat. In the most recent interval
from 2000 to 2010, the highest growth
generally occurred in towns north and
northwest of the City. Towns adjacent to
the City saw lower levels of growth, or
some decline, likely due to the fact that
these “inner ring” suburbs were most-
ly built out over the previous decades.




Households

* The geographic pattern of household density is very similar to population density, with the highest density in the
city and the adjacent towns.

* Average household size in the MPA is 2.41 people.

* About 30% of all households in the MPA are 1-person households.
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Household Characteristics

Households by presence of children under 18 years
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The density of households throughout
the region is very similar to the densi-
ty of population throughout the region,
with the highest density of households
located in the City of Syracuse and
additional areas of density adjacent
to the city and in the villages through-
out the region. There were 202,476
total households in the MPA according
to the 2010 Census with an average
household size of 2.41 people. Aver-
age household size is slightly lower in
the City of Syracuse — 2.31 people —
than in the overall MPA. One-person
households make up 30 percent of the
total households in the MPA, another
33 percent of households consist of
two people, and the remaining 37 per-
cent of households include 3 or more
people. Only about 30 percent of the
total households in the MPA have at
least one member under the age of 18.




Change in Number of Households

* Between 2000 and 2010, the total number of households in the MPA grew at twice the rate of

the population increase within the MPA.

* Growth in households was concentrated primarily in towns at the edges of the MPA.

* In most of the MPA, the increase in number of households outpaced the increase in population.
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Be'rween 2000 and 2010, the number
of households in the MPA increased from
195,045 to 202,476. As shown by the
maps at left, this growth in households
primarily occurred in the towns at the
edges of the MPA, outside of the City
of Syracuse. Exceptions include some
areas of decreasing households in the
towns of DeWitt, Salina, and Clay, as
well as a few areas within the City that
experienced an increase in the number
of households. Large parts of the MPA,
including much of the City, saw a rel-
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Household change should be considered

alongside the change in population. In

our region, the increase in households

has outpaced the increase in popula-

tion. The growth in the population of

| the MPA between 2000 and 2010 was
only 1.9 percent, while the number of
households increased 3.9 percent over
the same time frame. Some areas of
the region experienced this dispro-

3 - portionate growth in households more
& acutely than others. The green areas

JAMESET on the small map at left show the areas

of the MPA where the number of house-

holds increased faster than the popula-

tion, with the darkest green denoting

areas that experienced an increase in

the number of households with either
SpRINGS RO a stagnating or declining population.
This situation — household growth out-
pacing population growth — coincides
N with the increase in smaller house-
holds, including one-person households,

and the expansion of our urban area.
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Age of the Population

* Over half of the MPA population is between the ages of 25 and 64.

* Median age has increased and recent growth in the 45-64 year age group outpaced growth in any other
bracket, reflecting the aging of the “Baby Boom” generation.

* Age groups are generally evenly distributed except for concentrations of young adults around local colleges.
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Data Sources: NYSDOT, 2012;
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Overqll, all age groups seem to be
fairly well-distributed throughout the
region, with a few exceptions such
as the concentrations of young adults
(18-24 years) around Syracuse Uni-
versity, Lemoyne College (along the
City of Syracuse-Town of DeWitt
boundary), and Onondaga Community
College (in the Town of Onondaga).
Some concentrations of senior citizens
are also evident at the southern end
of the City of Syracuse and along
James Street near downtown Syra-
cuse (due to the presence of senior
housing and assisted living facilities).

Age impacts the travel and mobility
needs of the population. People under
18 years of age make up 23 percent
of Onondaga County’s population. This
group is either legally too young to
drive or still very likely to be depen-
dent on their parents for transportation.
Eleven percent of Onondaga County’s
population falls into the 18-24-year-
old category, which likely includes
many college students who may not
have access to their own vehicle or,
if they do have their own vehicle, do
not follow typical commuting patterns.
Taken together, the 25-44-year-old
group and the 45-64-year-old group
constitute the core of the workforce —
and thus commuters — and account for
over half of Onondaga County’s pop-
ulation. Those age 65 or older make
up 14 percent of Onondaga Coun-
ty’s population. Many of these peo-
ple are likely retired. This group may
also have physical mobility limitations.

Although over 85 percent of the MPA
population was under the age of 65
in 2010, trends suggest that the re-
gion has an aging population. Me-
dian age in Onondaga County has
climbed from 29.7 years in 1980 to
38.6 years in 2010. Between 2000
and 2010, the number of MPA res-
idents aged 45-64 years grew by
nearly 30 percent, outpacing growth
in any other age bracket. This age
group represents the large “Baby
Boom” generation — those born be-
tween approximately 1946 and 1966.
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* Poverty in our MPA is concentrated within the City of Syracuse.

* Poverty rates are higher for children under 18 than for the general population.
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Pover'ry rates vary significantly across
our region. The MPA map at left shows
large areas of the MPA with very low
poverty (less than 5 percent); however,
the areas with the lowest poverty also
tend to overlap with the areas of our
lowest population density. Within the
more populated areas of the MPA
outside of the city, poverty rates are
mostly in the range of 5 percent to 15
percent. The poverty rate in the MPA
overall is 13 percent, while the poverty
rate in the City of Syracuse is 31 per-
cent. As the map shows, in some areas
of the city the poverty rate exceeds
45 percent. There are over 64,700
individuals that live in poverty in our
MPA, and over 41,400 of these peo-
ple reside in the City of Syracuse.
The poverty rate is higher for chil-
dren than for the general population
in both the MPA and the city, with 19
percent of children in the MPA living in
poverty and 44 percent of children in
the City of Syracuse living in poverty.

(Note: These statistics rely on the 2006-2010 Ameri-
can Community Survey Data for poverty status in the
last 12 months, with percentages [rates] based on
the Census-defined “population for whom poverty
status is determined,” which does not include people
living in college dormitories and institutional group
quarters. The ACS uses set dollar value thresholds
that vary by family size and composition and adhere
to the standards specified by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget Statistical Policy Directive 14.)



Race

* Over 80% of the total MPA population is white, while only 53% of the City of Syracuse population is white.
* Non-white residents are primarily clustered in the neighborhoods just outside of downtown Syracuse.
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uted across neighborhoods. The City
of Syracuse map at left shows black
residents clustered primarily in neigh-
borhoods south of downtown and west

of 1-81, Hispanic/Latino residents clus-
tered in neighborhoods west of down-
town, and Asian residents primarily
clustered in northside neighborhoods.




Limited English Proficiency (LEP)

* 3% of the MPA population has limited English proficiency.
* The Limited English Proficient population is concentrated in the City of Syracuse, particularly near downtown.
* Over 30 languages are spoken in the MPA.
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Household Income

* Median household income is $30,891 in the City of Syracuse and $50,676 for Onondaga County as a whole. Percent Renter Occupied Percent Vacant Housing Median Home Values
* Only two towns within Onondaga County have a median household income less than the County-wide median. ‘

* Among suburban towns, the Town of Pompey has the highest median household income ($88,438) and the Town
of Schroeppel has the lowest ($47,675).
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Elbridge L_JJ‘&J;L " the Town of Schroeppel has the lowest
i N median household income at $47,675.

Manligs The small maps above show other

household characteristics that are of-
ten associated with income. The highest
levels of renter-occupied housing are
‘ : generally found in areas with lower
| household income, primarily downtown
Syracuse and the immediately adjacent
neighborhoods. There is also a high
level of renter-occupied housing in the
southwestern corner of the Town of Clay,
which has many apartment complexes.
\ Vacant housing units are concentrated
73 within the lowest-income areas of the
: City. As would be expected, the areas
with the highest median household in-
come and highest median home value
generally coincide with each other.
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Employment

. . . . . . . . .
Total regional employment is approximately 246,400, with 82 percent of that total located in the City of Major Employers in Onondaga County Theemploymentdensi'rymqpsillustra're
Syracuse and the five largest towns (DeWitt, Clay, Salina, Cicero, and Manlius). the importance of Downtown Syracuse

/4
* Three of the region’s ten largest employers are located on University Hill. However, most (57 percent) of the Uosate Unif:'fil:;yljrealfh sysfemM"]P# # of Employees in Onondaga County s University Hill, and the inner-ring sub-
jobs in the City of Syracuse are located outside of Downtown or University Hill at smaller employers. coroe e imyUSA™ 2 =400 urbs to the regional economy. Three of
yracuse University 4, .
St. Joseph's Hospital Health Center 4 3,745 the region’s ten largest employers are
. o H W 5 . . .
Metropolitan Planning Area l Employment Density County of Onrodmons 8 3710 located on University Hill, and many of
Jobs per square mile Syracuse cnéicuizoh Es.;flrt.;rl g 237,830 the region’s other major employers are
0-500 Loretto 9 2,480 clustered in or near Downtown and Uni-
Lockheed Martin MS2 10 2,250 . . .
501 - 1,000 National Grid 11 2,000 versity Hill. The northern portion of the
City of 12— 1,930 . .
HASTINGS 3 - 1.001 - 5.000 Sfa;;yo? Nseyv';qYCZT,i 13 1,840 Note: Total employment may be distributed across Town Of DeW|’rt, WhICh beneﬂts from
{1 ! ! ~ Time Warner Cable 14 NSNS 1,800 o , , , multiple sites. access to Hancock International Air-
- 5001 - 25.000 Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse 15 IS 1,700 ‘While DestinyUSA is comprised of more than 200 R X
- / ' Onondaga Community College 16 I 1,440 individual employers, for transportation planning pOI’T, |-90, 1-481 0 and a major railroad
R & Flani 17 I 1,400 r| it is considered a single destination. . .
OO Bl 25,001 - 48,030 VA Medical Contor 18 mummmmm 1 400 purposes s considereca single cestinatio hub, is also home to major employers.
Carrier Corporation 19 IS 1,300 Data Sources:
Q Hancock International Airport Welch Allyn 20 S 1,300 Onondaga Co. Office of Economic Development, 2014; The City of Syracuse is the region’s
Central Square Y Y g
5 ) . Byrne Dairy 21 I 1,300 CenterState CEO, 2014; Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2013; . . .
SCHROEPPEL CSX DeWitt Rail Yard United Parcel Service 22 I 1,230 Consensus Baseline Report, 2015; Roman Catholic Diocese of economic core, with over 901000 |°b$
— 1 3 Federal Government 23 N 1,200 Syracuse, 2015; Syracuse City School Distrist 2015-2016 A’ n
8 @ Major Employers Veriron 24 mmmmm1,100 Mdupred Bodger (37 percent of the region’s total) locat
Phoenix ——+ Rail AXA Equitable Life Insurance Co 25 NEEEE 940 ed in the city. Approximately 20,000
Note: The points shown for major employers t ! ! ! ! ? ! ? t t ? of these are located in Downtown syl’-
are the headquarters or local administrative 0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5000 6,000 7,000 8,000 9,000 10,000 acuse and another 18.000 are located
centers, as listed on their web site or as found ) ) X !
LYSANDER in other sources. on University Hill. Put another way, 15
City of Syrqcuse ( & @ percent of the region’s total employ-
N CLAY P | ment is packed into a pair of districts to-
aldwinsvi H 298]
- Snelda ke - taling just over one square mile. While
- CICERO ”0,,0/ & several of the region’s largest employ-
Syracuse] % ers are located in these two parts of
VAN BUREN S the city, it is worth noting that the bulk
17, OGPl 48 of the jobs in Syracuse (52,700 jobs,
69 10 s
i ) o, i SULLIVAN or 57 percent of the city’s total) are at
90 %90( 19 4 30 smaller employers distributed through-
= Jordan % 24 out the city, such as in the Erie Boule-
Minoa .
ELBRIDGE CAMILLUS - vard corridor or the Lakefront area.
Elbridge #ANLIUS The municipality with the greatest num-
amillus ED - ber of jobs, after the City of Syracuse,
: 28 Fayetteville is the Town of DeWitt with 43,220 to-
@ 2 B tal jobs. Taken together, the Towns of
an
SKANEATELES Yorcellus DeWitt, Clay, Salina, and Cicero are
home to nearly as many jobs as the
ONONDAGA City of Syracuse, with employment
Onondag density (number of jobs per square
Nation POMPEY mile) greatest near the city. Employ-
MARCELLUS | AU ment centers radiate out from the city
20
© 20 /_/\ to the west, north, and east along rail
%% . lines and major roadway corridors.
>
Ry Q. OTISCO 21 = The region’s villages and hamlets,
) S - Y many of which are located at the
% %, 172 k3L : junction of major roads, also play an
% = | | ’ play
i Feibive important role economically. Subur-
173
. ban centers, like Skaneateles, Bald-
SPAFFORD AUl winsville, and Fayetteville, are focal
oy T points for shopping and small busi-
Iata Sources: nesses, as well as for manufacturing.
N NYSDOT 2012; Census 2011
0 0 125 25 5 75 10 Longitudinal Employer- 0 025 05 1 15 _
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