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CANOEING & KAYAKING SKANEATELES & OTISCO LAKES

A guide to the New York State Canal System 
and other waterways in the Syracuse area

This map includes: 
Facilites on Skaneateles and Otisco Lakes. • 
Canoe and kayak access points. • 
Details on boat launches and marinas. • 

Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council
100 Clinton Square, 126 North Salina Street, Suite 100

Syracuse, New York 13202
Phone: (315) 422-5716    Fax: (315) 422-7753

www.smtcmpo.org

 – Indicates services available on premises
1/4 mile – Indicates services located within approximately 1/4 mile
Note – Fees and other services are subject to change. 

 – Indicates services available on premises
1/4 mile – Indicates services located within approximately 1/4 mile
Note – Fees and other services are subject to change. 

 – Indicates services available on premises
1/4 mile – Indicates services located within approximately 1/4 mile
Note – Fees and other services are subject to change. 

The Greater Syracuse Area’s waterways offer a vari-
ety of opportuni es for canoers and kayakers, from  
Oneida Lake’s busy bays to stretches of the original 
Erie Canal. Launch points for non-motorized boats, 
such as canoes and kayaks, are iden fied in this map 
but  this is not an exhaus ve lis ng.  

In DeWi , several launch points in Old Erie Ca-
nal State Park provide access to a 17-mile stretch 
of the original canal that extends east to Canasto-
ta.  A negligible current and views of historic canal 
structures, such as the Limestone Creek Aqueduct, 
make this an ideal place for a paddle, whether you 
want to take a short trip or begin a 12-hour trek.

Volunteers help maintain the wooden stairways 
that provide access to the Ninemile Creek Wa-
ter Trail, which runs between  the Village of Camil-
lus and the Hamlet of Amboy.  This 3.2-mile trip 
passes under the recently restored Camillus Aq-
ueduct, the only navigable aqueduct in New York.

Canoes, kayaks and other non-motorized boats can 
be rented at several loca ons in the area, including:

Beaver Lake Nature Center• 
Camillus Kayak Shop• 
Castaway’s Restaurant, Oneida Lake• 
Green Lakes State Park• 
Oneida Shores County Park• 
Onondaga Lake Park• 
Skaneateles Marina• 
Skaneateles Sailboat Shop• 
Stone’s Marina, Chi enango Creek• 

Green Lakes State Park only allows non-motorized boats
Photo courtesy of New York State Parks

Lightning Regatta on Skaneateles Lake, July 2008 
Photo courtesy of Skaneateles Chamber of Commerce

Skaneateles and 
O sco Lakes are 
the easternmost 
of the Finger 
Lakes, and, like 
the other Finger 
Lakes, are char-
acterized by their 
long and narrow 
shape and their 
north-south ori-
enta on.  O sco 
Lake, at less than 
six miles long 
and with a maxi-

mum depth of 60 feet,  is smaller and shallower 
than Skaneateles Lake, which is 16 miles long and 
has a maximum depth of 300 feet.  Access to both 
lakes is limited to a small number of boat ramps 
and marinas, and neither lake has a navigable out-
let, either for motorized or non-motorized boats.  

Clustered around the northern end of Skaneate-
les Lake is the Village of Skaneateles, with a popu-
la on of 2,500.  Skaneateles is widely regarded 
as one of the most picturesque communi es in 
Central New York.  Upscale shopping and fine din-
ing combined with gorgeous views of the lake to 
make real estate in this area highly sought a er.  

O sco Lake has a dam at its northern end, at the head-
waters of Ninemile Creek, built to help control water 
levels in the Barge Canal.  The southernmost mile of 
O sco is separated from the rest of the lake by a cause-
way originally constructed in 1900 to carry a wagon 
road across the lake.  This causeway is no longer in use; 
a gap on its western end allows boat traffic through.  

The Adirondack Mountain Club’s “Canoe Guide to 
Western & Central New York” describes O sco as 
“a deligh ul lake to paddle. The west shore ris-
es steeply and is covered with forest reminiscent 
of the Adirondacks.  On the east shore, lake cot-
tages and camps are backed by rolling farm land.”  

Gregory Landing, Skaneateles Lake 
Photo by John Menard, courtesy of Wikimedia 
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Financial assistance for the preparation of this docu-
ment was provided, in part, by the U.S. Department 
of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, 
Federal Transit Administration and the New York 
State Department of Transportation.  The Syracuse 
Metropolitan Transportation Council (SMTC) does 
not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the 
information contained in this document.

This map is not intended for navigational purposes.

Please visit the following websites for more informa-
tion on the New York State Barge Canal and other 
waterways in Onondaga County:

NYS Canal Corporation: www.canal.state.ny.us  
Erie Canal Museum: www.eriecanalmuseum.org
NYS Parks: nysparks.state.ny.us/recreation/
NOAA Charts: www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov
NY Canals: www.nycanals.com

Or contact the New York State Canal Corporation 
Information Center at 1-800-4CANAL4 (1-800-422-
6254).

The informa on provided on this map is intended as a 
star ng point for further explora on.  Detailed informa-

on is available from canoe and kayak clubs in the area, 
as well as from the New York State Canal Corpora on’s 
Water Trail website.

Websites for more informa on:  

New York State Canalway Water Trail• 
www.canals.ny.gov/exvac/watertrail.html
CNY Kayakers• 
www.cnykayakclub.com/
Ka-Na-Wa-Ke Canoe & Kayak Club of CNY• 
www.kanawakecanoe.org/
Fingerlakes-Ontario Watershed Paddlers• 
www.flowpaddlers.org/index.shtml
Syracuse University Ou ng Club• 
suoc.syr.edu/page/show/trips

Old Stone Mill Building
Photo courtesy of Skaneateles Chamber of 

Commerce

PASSES
All motorized recreaonal vehicles passing through 
any lock or li bridge on the Canal System must 
purchase either a Seasonal Pass, a Ten-Day Pass or 
a Two-Day Pass.  Passes may be purchased at Canal 
System locks, Canal Corporaon Secon Headquar-
ters or from designated vendors.  The fee schedule is 
shown below:

WATERWAY DESTINATIONS 
& SERVICES

This map was developed by the Syracuse Metropoli-
tan Transportaon Council in 2011 as an update to 
the 2001 publicaon “Public Canal Services and Facil-
ies in Onondaga County”. This new edion includes 
informaon beyond the New York State Barge Canal 
System.  The Greater Syracuse Area  is fortunate to 
have both the Barge Canal and porons of the origi-
nal Erie Canal, which can be explored by canoe and 
kayak.  Addionally, the two Finger Lakes with shore-
line in Onondaga County, Skaneateles and Osco 
Lakes, have been included because of the many op-
portunies they offer to boaters and anglers.  

VesselLengthSeasonalPass
TenDay

Pass
TwoDay

Pass

<16FT$25$12.50$5

16FTto<26FT$50$25$10

26FTto39FT$75$37.50$15

>39FT$100$50$20

...and there’s lots more to 
do in Syracuse!  
Start your adventure at 
www.VisitSyracuse.org.
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Skaneateles & Otisco Lakes

Services & Facilities Available
Skaneateles Lake Otisco Lake

BREWERTON & ONEIDA LAKE
At 21 miles long and five miles wide and with a drainage 
area of 1,300 square miles, Oneida Lake is the largest 
body of water en rely contained within New York State.  
Oneida is a shallow lake; buoys mark the navigable chan-
nel, and boaters should be sure to have a chart with them.  
The average depth is 22 feet, but in areas such as fish-
friendly Shackleton Shoals, the water can be as shallow 
as four feet.  

Oneida Lake is a major des na on for boaters, swimmers 
and anglers.  There are numerous marinas, large and small, 

on the lake’s shores.  During the winter months, 
some marinas cater to the snowmobilers and ice 
fishermen that flock to this large, frozen lake.  

The Brewerton Canal Port, at the Oneida Riv-
er outlet on the eastern end of the lake, is a 
hub of nau cal ac vity.  The  State Dock and  
Brewerton’s Riverfront Park provide boat-
ers access to nearby restaurants and services.  
Oneida Shores County Park on Muskrat Bay, just 
south of Brewerton, is one of the most popu-
lar beaches on the lake and provides a launching 
point for both motorized and non-motorized boats.   
Joseph F. William Memorial Park on Lakeshore 
Road, along Oneida Lake, offers a beach and swim-
ming area as well as picnic pavilions.    

Oneida Shores County Park has sandy beaches, wooded 
campgrounds, a public boat launch and kayak rentals

BALDWINSVILLE, SYRACUSE & THREE RIVERS
In the first two decades of the 20th century, New York 
State drama cally altered the size, depth and loca on 
of what had previously been the Erie Canal, creat-
ing the New York State Barge Canal.  The Barge Canal 
abandoned many of the original man-made sec ons 
and instead used exis ng rivers and lakes that could 
be navigated with motorized boats and barges.  

West of Onondaga County, the Barge Canal uses the 
Seneca River, passing through Cross Lake and Jack’s 
Reef before reaching Lock 24, located in the Village of 
Baldwinsville.  Lock 24 offers 48 hours of free docking 
to boaters, with 250 feet of docking for small boats 
along the South Shore West Trail and 200 feet of wall 

Six miles east of Lock 24 on the Seneca River, boaters 
arrive at Onondaga Lake, with the City of Syracuse on 
its southern end.  Almost all of Onondaga Lake’s shore-
line is within Onondaga Lake Park, which offers dock-
ing facili es at a marina on its eastern shore.  

A short walk east from the marina takes you into the 
Village of Liverpool, home of Heid’s restaurant, a lo-
cal landmark and purveyor of legendary hot dogs since 
1917.  Other a rac ons include the Salt Museum, 
which showcases ar facts from the peak of Syracuse’s 

Syracuse’s Inner Harbor

Lock 24 in the Village of Baldwinsville

docking for larger boats.  Free water hookups are avail-
able on the south wall.  Electric hookups cost a small fee.

Due west of Lock 24 is Paper Mill Island, home of the Bud-
weiser Amphitheater, which has restrooms with showers 
and offers 125 feet of small boat docking on weekdays 
and during non-event weekends.   Non-event weekends 
are scarce, though, since the island’s concert and event 
space is much sought a er by event organizers.  Past sum-
mer concert series have included family-friendly weekday 
performances as well as larger shows on weekends.  

Many of Baldwinsville’s shops and restaurants are clus-
tered around the Lock 24.  Bars and restaurants line the 
riverfront with pa os, perfect for warm summer evenings.  
Live music can be found here on most nights during the 
boa ng season. 

salt trade, located in Onondaga Lake Park, and Sainte 
Marie Among the Iroquois Living History Museum, a 
re-crea on of a 17th Century French mission.  

Syracuse’s Inner Harbor, accessed through a narrow 
channel at the southern end of Onondaga Lake, pro-
vides free daily docking and gives boaters access to 
the seasonal events held at this waterfront park and 
amphitheater.  The Inner Harbor is less than a mile 
from Syracuse’s vibrant downtown, including the 
world-famous Dinosaur Bar-B-Que and numerous 
shops, bars and restaurants.  The Inner Harbor is also 
close to Carousel Center, a shopping and entertain-
ment des na on with over 20 million visits annual-
ly.  Recent construc on on the Onondaga Creekwalk 
has connected the Inner Harbor to Syracuse’s Armory 
Square, 2.2 miles away along a beau fully landscaped 
trail.

At Three Rivers, north of Onondaga Lake, the Seneca 
River, coming from the west, merges with the Oneida 
River, which comes from the east, to form the Oswego 
River.  Between Three Rivers and Oneida Lake, boaters 
must maintain the Barge Canal speed limit of 10 mph.  
West of Three Rivers, however, most stretches of the 
Seneca and Oswego Rivers are 30 MPH zones, with 
the excep on of Jacks Reef and the no wake zones 
near locks.

Syracuse Metropolitan 
Transportation Council
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Onondaga Lake Park Frenchman Island State Park on Oneida Lake is an undeveloped 
park, only accessible by boat.

Photo by Kelly Jordal 

Map of Waterway Destinations &  
Services in the

          
Greater Syracuse Area

INFORMATION FOR BOATERS

CANAL SPEED LIMITS CLEARANCES & DEPTHS

Canal / Segment
Bridge

Clearance
Channel Depth*

Erie Canal: East of Three
Rivers

20 FT 14 FT

Erie Canal: West of Three
Rivers

15.5 FT 12 FT

Syracuse Inner Harbor 15.5 FT 8 FT

Oswego Canal 20 FT 14 FT

*subject to variation

LOCKS

Given speed limits and an average of 15 minutes per lock, boaters traveling the full length of the New 
York State Canal System between Albany and Buffalo should plan on a minimum of five days.  Erie Ca-
nal Locks operate between 7 AM and 10 PM during the summer months.  For more details on boa ng 
through the Canal System, see the New York State Canal Corpora on’s Official New York State Canal 
System Cruising Guide.
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