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Financial assistance for the preparation of this docu-
ment was provided, in part, by the U.S. Department
of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration,
Federal Transit Administration and the New York
State Department of Transportation. The Syracuse
Metropolitan Transportation Council (SMTC) does
not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the
information contained in this document.

This map is not intended for navigational purposes.

Please visit the following websites for more informa-
tion on the New York State Barge Canal and other
waterways in Onondaga County:

NYS Canal Corporation: www.canal.state.ny.us
Erie Canal Museum: www.eriecanalmuseum.org

NYS Parks: nysparks.state.ny.us/recreation/

NOAA Charts: www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov
NY Canals: www.nycanals.com

Or contact the New York State Canal Corporation
Information Center at 1-800-4CANAL4 (1-800-422-
6254).
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= SMTC
Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council
100 Clinton Square, 126 North Salina Street, Suite 100
Syracuse, New York 13202
Phone: (315) 422-5716 < Fax: (315) 422-7753

BALDWINSVILLE, SYRACUSE & THREE RIVERS

In the first two decades of the 20t" century, New York
State dramatically altered the size, depth and location
of what had previously been the Erie Canal, creat-
ing the New York State Barge Canal. The Barge Canal
abandoned many of the original man-made sections
and instead used existing rivers and lakes that could
be navigated with motorized boats and barges.

West of Onondaga County, the Barge Canal uses the
Seneca River, passing through Cross Lake and Jack’s
Reef before reaching Lock 24, located in the Village of
Baldwinsville. Lock 24 offers 48 hours of free docking
to boaters, with 250 feet of docking for small boats
along the South Shore West Trail and 200 feet of wall

Lock 24 in the Village of Baldwinsville

docking for larger boats. Free water hookups are avail-
able on the south wall. Electric hookups cost a small fee.

Due west of Lock 24 is Paper Mill Island, home of the Bud-
weiser Amphitheater, which has restrooms with showers
and offers 125 feet of small boat docking on weekdays
and during non-event weekends. Non-event weekends
are scarce, though, since the island’s concert and event
space is much sought after by event organizers. Past sum-
mer concert series have included family-friendly weekday
performances as well as larger shows on weekends.

Many of Baldwinsville’s shops and restaurants are clus-
tered around the Lock 24. Bars and restaurants line the
riverfront with patios, perfect for warm summer evenings.
Live music can be found here on most nights during the
boating season.

Onondaga Lake Park

T Pl T g e
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Syracuse s Inner Harbor

Six miles east of Lock 24 on the Seneca River, boaters
arrive at Onondaga Lake, with the City of Syracuse on
its southern end. Almost all of Onondaga Lake’s shore-
line is within Onondaga Lake Park, which offers dock-
ing facilities at a marina on its eastern shore.

A short walk east from the marina takes you into the
Village of Liverpool, home of Heid’s restaurant, a lo-
cal landmark and purveyor of legendary hot dogs since
1917. Other attractions include the Salt Museum,
which showcases artifacts from the peak of Syracuse’s

salt trade, located in Onondaga Lake Park, and Sainte
Marie Among the Iroquois Living History Museum, a
re-creation of a 17th Century French mission.

Syracuse’s Inner Harbor, accessed through a narrow
channel at the southern end of Onondaga Lake, pro-
vides free daily docking and gives boaters access to
the seasonal events held at this waterfront park and
amphitheater. The Inner Harbor is less than a mile
from Syracuse’s vibrant downtown, including the
world-famous Dinosaur Bar-B-Que and numerous
shops, bars and restaurants. The Inner Harbor is also
close to Carousel Center, a shopping and entertain-
ment destination with over 20 million visits annual-
ly. Recent construction on the Onondaga Creekwalk
has connected the Inner Harbor to Syracuse’s Armory
Square, 2.2 miles away along a beautifully landscaped
trail.

At Three Rivers, north of Onondaga Lake, the Seneca
River, coming from the west, merges with the Oneida
River, which comes from the east, to form the Oswego
River. Between Three Rivers and Oneida Lake, boaters
must maintain the Barge Canal speed limit of 10 mph.
West of Three Rivers, however, most stretches of the
Seneca and Oswego Rivers are 30 MPH zones, with
the exception of Jacks Reef and the no wake zones
near locks.
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INFORMATION FOR BOATERS

Given speed limits and an average of 15 minutes per lock, boaters traveling the full length of the New
York State Canal System between Albany and Buffalo should plan on a minimum of five days. Erie Ca-
nal Locks operate between 7 AM and 10 PM during the summer months. For more details on boating
through the Canal System, see the New York State Canal Corporation’s Official New York State Canal

System Cruising Guide.

CANAL SPEED LIMITS

R

— & MPFH bebween 05, 0.7 & 08
ok 05
5 NTPH belwesn O.2 8 O-3

Lock

"
Thren Rivers

Syracune Innar Harbor

Riate Ditah

o J

[ LEGEND

dpeod Limits Cenalway Trall

Ha Spaad Ll wra Traad

— P Figposnd Camalmay Topil
19 HE#H

T sEw . Camal Lol

- J

CLEARANCES & DEPTHS

Canal / Segment

Erie Canal: East of Three

Rivers
Erie Canal: West of Three

Rivers

Syracuse Inner Harbor

Oswego Canal

Gubject to variation

Bridge
Clearance

20 FT

155 FT

155FT

20 FT

14 FT

12 FT

8FT

14 FT

J

Channel Depth*

LOCKS

Location

Oneida River,
Caughdenoy
Oswego River,
Phoenix
Seneca River,
Baldwinsville

(315) 676-

4171

(315) 695-

2281

(315) 635-

3101

Lift Ft

At 21 miles long and five miles wide and with a drainage
area of 1,300 square miles, Oneida Lake is the largest
body of water entirely contained within New York State.
Oneida is a shallow lake; buoys mark the navigable chan-
nel, and boaters should be sure to have a chart with them.
The average depth is 22 feet, but in areas such as fish-
friendly Shackleton Shoals, the water can be as shallow
as four feet.

Oneida Lake is a major destination for boaters, swimmers
and anglers. There are numerous marinas, large and small,

Frenchman Island State Park on Oneida Lake is an undeveloped
park, only accessible by boat.
Photo by Kelly Jordal

Oneida Shores County Park has sandy beaches, wooded
campgrounds, a public boat launch and kayak rentals

on the lake’s shores. During the winter months,
some marinas cater to the snowmobilers and ice
fishermen that flock to this large, frozen lake.

The Brewerton Canal Port, at the Oneida Riv-
er outlet on the eastern end of the lake, is a
hub of nautical activity. The State Dock and
Brewerton’s Riverfront Park provide boat-
ers access to nearby restaurants and services.
Oneida Shores County Park on Muskrat Bay, just
south of Brewerton, is one of the most popu-
lar beaches on the lake and provides a launching
point for both motorized and non-motorized boats.
Joseph F. William Memorial Park on Lakeshore
Road, along Oneida Lake, offers a beach and swim-
ming area as well as picnic pavilions.

® — [ndicates services available on premises
1/4 mile - Indicates services located within approximately 1/4 mile
Note — Fees and other services are subject to change.

® — [ndicates services available on premises
1/4 mile - Indicates services located within approximately 1/4 mile

Note — Fees and other services are subject to change.

® — Indicates services available on premises
1/4 mile - Indicates services located within approximately 1/4 mile

Note — Fees and other services are subject to change.
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