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1 - Introduction 
1.1 Overview 
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1.2 Background

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• Sustainable Streets Study

• 

1



2

1.3 Study Advisory Committee
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2 – Recent and 
Ongoing Planning 
Initiatives  

2.1 Moving DeWitt

make the community more pedestrian and 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

respondents said they would be more 
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To determine possible pedestrian demand 

that homes, businesses and public areas 

demand within the study area that include 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• There are three schools, a pharmacy, a 

• 

it is likely that some workers will walk 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Carrier 

mobility between the hotels and motels 

there are more than 2,000 hotel rooms in the 

made to connect these two areas with 

commuter corridor study to connect 

bike commuter corridor network by 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

indicate bicyclists should dismount and walk 

• 

• 

• 
road, and

• 

 
• 

• 

• 



9

that seek to address these current issues in 

Randall Road - DeWitt, NY
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the third tract within the study area has no 
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Street corridor is a commercial corridor with 

 

Transit

 

• 

• 

• 

• 



18

EAST GENESEE ST

RANDALL RD

STEINWAY DR

THO
M

PSO
N RD

TULIPWOOD LN

W
A

RIN
G

 RD

ORR
ICK RD

LYN
D

O
N

 RD

ROSSITE
R 

RD

O
RV

ILT
O

N 
DR

M
A

PLE D
R

PEC
K H

ILL RD
Town of

Onondaga

Town of
DeWitt

JA
M

ES
VI

LL
E 

RD

M
EA

DO
W

BR
OOK DR.

City of
Syracuse

TOWPATH RD

Old Erie Canal Tra
il

Bu
tte

rn
ut 

Cre
ek

 Tr

ail

DeW

itt Trail

ERIE BLVD. EAST

TECUMSEH RD

To
w

n 
of

 D
eW

itt

To
w

n 
of

 M
an

liu
s

EAST GENESEE ST

92

5

92

5

City of
Syracuse

Figure 14: Land Use
Central DeWitt Mobility Plan

Property Type Classification, 2016 data

Agricultural

Commerical

Industrial / Utility

Mining

Parks / Open Space

Public Service

Residential

Vacant

Water

Legend

This map is for presentation purposes 
only. The SMTC does not guarantee the 
accuracy or completeness of this map.

Parks/
green space

Schools

Water bodies

Trails

Study area roadways

0.5 Miles0.250



19

CEDAR 
BAY

EAST GENESEE ST

RANDALL RD

STEINWAY DR
THO

M
PSO

N RD

TULIPWOOD LN

W
A

RIN
G

 RD

ORR
ICK RD

LYN
D

O
N

 RD

ROSSITE
R 

RD

O
RV

ILT
O

N 
DR

M
A

PLE D
R

PEC
K H

ILL RD
Town of

Onondaga

Town of
DeWitt

JA
M

ES
VI

LL
E 

RD

M
EA

DO
W

BR
OOK DR.

City of
Syracuse

TOWPATH RD

ERIE BLVD. EAST

TECUMSEH RD

To
w

n 
of

 D
eW

itt

To
w

n 
of

 M
an

liu
s

EAST GENESEE ST

EUCLID AVE

KINNE RD

ERIE BLVD EAST

WOODCHUCK HILL RD

SPRINGFIELD RD

NOTTINGHAM RD

QUINTARD RD

Centro stop data current as 
of September, 2016.

Centro Stop

Legend

Centro Stop w/ 
Shelter

Old Erie Canal Tra
il

Bu
tte

rn
ut 

Cre
ek

 Tr

ail

DeW

itt Trail

BUTTERNUT 
CREEK 

NATURE 
AREA

RYDER 
PARK

CEDAR BAY 
PARK

RICHARDS 
GREEN 
SPACE

Figure 15: Transit Stops and Shelter Locations
Central DeWitt Mobility Plan

This map is for presentation purposes 
only. The SMTC does not guarantee the 
accuracy or completeness of this map.

Parks/
green space

Schools

Water bodies

Trails

Study area roadways

0.5 Miles0.250



20

EAST GENESEE ST

RANDALL RD

STEINWAY DR

THO
M

PSO
N RD

TULIPWOOD LN

W
A

RIN
G

 RD

ORR
ICK RD

LYN
D

O
N

 RD

ROSSITE
R 

RD

O
RV

ILT
O

N 
DR

M
A

PLE D
R

PEC
K H

ILL RD

Town of
DeWitt

JA
M

ES
VI

LL
E 

RD

TOWPATH RD

ERIE BLVD. EAST

TECUMSEH RD

To
w

n 
of

 D
eW

itt

To
w

n 
of

 M
an

liu
s

EAST GENESEE ST

EUCLID AVE

BR
ID

G
E S

T

KINNE RD

ERIE BLVD EAST

WOODCHUCK HILL RD

SPRINGFIELD RD

NOTTINGHAM RD

QUINTARD RD

Figure 16: Pavement Ratings
Central DeWitt Mobility Plan

Old Erie Canal Tra
il

Bu
tte

rn
ut 

Cre
ek

 Tr

ail

DeW

itt Trail

BUTTERNUT 
CREEK 

NATURE 
AREA

RYDER 
PARK

CEDAR BAY 
PARK

RICHARDS 
GREEN 
SPACE

This map is for presentation purposes 
only. The SMTC does not guarantee the 
accuracy or completeness of this map.

Parks/
green space

Schools

Water bodies

Trails

0.5 Miles0.250

Pavement score corresponds to rating in the 
2015 rating season. Pavement conditions 
may have changed since this time.

Note: Based on staff observations, Orrick 
Road and portions of Thompson Road were 
repaved in summer 2016.

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

No Score

Legend



21

roadways within the study area indicated that 

roadways within the study area indicated that 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Two roadway measurements were collected 
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roadway was not yet striped and sidewalks do 

southern end, the northbound and southbound 
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a need or interest in bicycle and pedestrian 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Tecumseh Road - DeWitt, NY
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Figure 21: Accidents Along Roadway Segments
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centric roadway corridors to accommodate 

4.1 Collaborative Planning 
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4.2 Systemic 
Recommendations
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Accommodates
Recommended 
Improvement

Facility Enhancement 
Cross Section*Option

Paved shoulders 
(use existing shoulder,

add edgeline rumble strips)

A

Paved shoulders 
(widen shoulder to min. 5’,
add edgeline rumble strips)

*For general illustrative purposes only. Some study area roadways contain more than two lanes. 
Illustrations are not to scale.

widenwiden

widenwiden

B

Bike Lanes 
(use existing shoulder)

C

Bike Lanes 
(widen shoulder)

D

Sharrows
(bikes only)

E

Advisory Shoulder
(FHWA requires an approved 

request to experiment)

Add Sidewalk
(on side of road as indicated.)

Yield Roadway
(narrow road and 
add pull off areas)

F

G

Facility options 
between nodes

Figure 23: 
General Facility 
Enhancement
Option Legend
Central DeWitt 
Mobility Plan
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4.4 Roadway Crossing 
Recommendations

 

Recommendations

• 

• 

possible to add a crosswalk between the 

the crosswalks on the opposite side 
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an engineering assessment) woul dbe 
needed. These items would need to be 
considered: lane alignment through the 
intersection, signal/loops/detection 
modifications, and overhead work to 
slide heads to proper location.
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  Public Involvement Plan 

I. Introduction 
 
Engaging the public early and often in the planning process is critical to the success of 
any transportation plan or program.  When people are involved in a decision-making 
process and can see how their input has influenced that process, they are more likely to 
adopt its outcomes.  As the Federal Highway Administration/Federal Transit 
Administration guidebook Public Involvement Techniques for Transportation Decision-
Making states: “Through continued interaction with the entire community, agencies 
build community support and, more importantly, assure that the public has the 
opportunity to help shape the substance of plans and projects.”    
 
The importance of public involvement is underscored by the fact that it is required by 
numerous state and federal laws.  Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO) such as 
the Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council (SMTC) must provide citizens, 
affected public agencies, businesses, local government, and other interested parties 
with a reasonable opportunity to comment on transportation plans and programs.   
 
The Town of DeWitt (Town) wants to identify what opportunities exist to improve 
bicycle and pedestrian mobility within the Town’s central neighborhoods so that they 
may also have better access to the Erie Canalway Trail.  The purpose of the Central 
DeWitt Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility Plan (Plan) is to identify which bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities are feasible from a planning-level perspective.   
 
This Public Involvement Plan (PIP) is intended to supplement the Scope of Work for this 
Plan, which was approved in June 2016.  The Plan includes a technical assessment that 
will determine what types of on-road bicycle and pedestrian facility improvements are 
feasible.  Public meetings will not be conducted during the technical assessment.  Once 
the technical assessment is complete, the SMTC will conduct a public meeting to solicit 
input on feasible alternatives prior to the development of final recommendations. 
 
SMTC staff may also attend up to three Town-sponsored meetings at which bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities in question are being discussed, if requested by the municipality.   
Attending these meetings will allow the SMTC to remain informed about other ongoing 
initiatives within the Town.   
 
II. Goals 
 
The intent of the Public Involvement Plan (PIP) is to engage the public by: 
 

(1) Creating public awareness of the study’s goals, objectives, and process, as 
well as to publicize the public participation opportunities and activities for 
bike and pedestrian facility improvement alternatives that town, state, and 
county road owners are willing to consider; and 
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(2) Soliciting public input into the decision making process. 

 
III. Study Advisory Committee  
 
The SMTC will establish a Study Advisory Committee (SAC) to provide technical and 
procedural guidance throughout the study.  At a minimum, the following agencies will 
be invited to serve on the SAC:  
 

 The Town of DeWitt 
 New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) 
 Onondaga County Department of Transportation (OCDOT), and  
 Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency (SOCPA). 

 
The SMTC will also consult with representatives from the City of Syracuse and the Town 
of Manlius as necessary to discuss opportunities to improve mobility connections to 
these neighboring municipalities.   
 
It is anticipated that the SMTC will hold up to four SAC meetings during this study.  The 
SAC’s role will be to advise the SMTC on the technical content of deliverables and to 
provide needed data, input, and guidance throughout the project.  The SMTC will 
prepare minutes for each meeting.   
 
SAC meeting no.  Anticipated purpose 

1 Kickoff: Review purpose, goals, objectives, study area, PIP, data 
needs, and discuss ongoing initiatives 

2 Review findings from the data collection and issues identification 
process  

3 Review draft recommendations and public meeting materials; solicit 
feedback on draft recommendations 

4 Review findings from public meeting, final draft report 
recommendations, incorporate final comments/edits 

 
Securing a SAC meeting location, announcing SAC meetings through mail/e-mail, 
conducting SAC meetings (including preparation of agenda, materials, presentations, 
etc.), and preparing the minutes from each meeting will be the responsibility of the 
SMTC. 
 
IV. Public meetings 
 
The SMTC anticipates holding one public meeting for this study.  The exact format for 
this meeting will be determined in cooperation with the SAC as the study progresses, 
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but may include a traditional presentation and question-and-answer style meeting, 
workshop or open house, or as a “drop-in” informational session.   
 
At the public meeting, the SMTC will highlight that this Plan builds off of the work done 
to date from the (ongoing) Moving DeWitt initiative spearheaded by the Town.  The 
Moving DeWitt process has gathered information regarding resident interest in bicycle 
and pedestrian facility improvements for several corridors for which it would like the 
SMTC to provide planning-level assistance.  Through these planning efforts, the Town 
outlined the following goal and objectives to help guide the outcome of this Plan: 
 
Town Goal 
 To establish a network of bicycle and pedestrian facilities within central DeWitt that 

connect to the Erie Canalway Trail at the Old Erie Canal State Historical Park.  
 
Town Objectives 
 Support low-cost efforts to add or improve on-road bicycle and pedestrian facilities 
 Support efforts that increase the number of town residents who walk and bike 
 Support the ability for walkers and bikers to travel safely, and  
 Support efforts that aim to protect or enhance property values. 

 
Potential Public Concern/Issue 
Regarding right-of-ways, it is not uncommon for adjacent homeowners and business 
owners to have misconceptions about property ownership.  Unfortunately, many people 
don’t realize that a right-of-way typically extends beyond the pavement edge and that 
the road owner (e.g., town, county, state) owns, and therefore controls, the land within 
the right-of-way.  Many adjacent property owners who, acting in good faith, may invest 
significant resources into landscaping, fences, etc. on what they believed to be their 
property.  As a result, ownership misconceptions often lead to a great deal of frustration 
and conflict, especially when a planning study, such as this, considers opportunities to 
alter land within a right-of-way.   
 
The SMTC understands how challenging it can be to balance these issues and will stress 
the following points at the public meeting: 
 
 this planning study was requested by the Town as a direct result of an ongoing 

community-sponsored process to study ways to improve bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities  

 this is not a proposal to construct or build 
 that the SMTC does not own or control infrastructure 
 that the SMTC is not an implementing agency   
 the Town wants to determine what options may be feasible given existing 

constraints 
 the Town wants to solicit public opinion about what people like and dislike 
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 the Town wants to prioritize low-cost recommendations (e.g., restriping, signage, 
etc.) that use the existing roadway pavement width 

 the Plan will consider neighborhood/community character and level of private-
owner investment within right-of-ways 

 the Plan will consider if a feasible alternative route exists (as needed only) that may 
provide a more accommodating environment for bicycle and pedestrian facilities 

 the Plan will consider whether bicycle and pedestrian facilities along the roadway 
are necessary to establish a network, and 

 the Plan will consider facility improvement opportunities within the right-of-way and 
identify potential issues when no other practicable alternatives exist. 

 
The SMTC will work with the SAC to develop a strategy for notifying the public about the 
public meeting.  This is likely to include press releases, distribution of meeting fliers at 
key locations within the study area (such as libraries, schools, community centers, 
and/or businesses), and coordination with existing community groups.  SMTC will also 
ask SAC members and stakeholders to assist with the outreach prior to each meeting.  
The SMTC will be responsible for issuing press releases, creating meeting materials, 
mailing meeting fliers, running the meetings, and preparing a summary of each meeting.  
The Town will assist the SMTC in securing a meeting location.   
 

All meetings related to this study will be held in a facility that is accessible to individuals 
with disabilities in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The SMTC will 
make every effort practicable to respond to those who need an American Sign Language 
interpreter, assistive learning system, or any other accommodations to facilitate the 
public’s participation in the transportation planning process. 

 
V. Additional public outreach 
  
Stakeholders list 
Stakeholders are those individuals that have a significant personal or professional 
interest in the study. At the second SAC meeting, SMTC will work with the SAC to 
compile an initial list of stakeholders based on staff and SAC members’ existing 
knowledge of the community.  Additional stakeholders will be added continuously at the 
request of the SAC or any community member.  The stakeholders will be sent pertinent 
study information, kept apprised of significant study developments, notified of all public 
meetings, and encouraged to provide feedback and comment. 
 
Coordination with other initiatives and community groups 
At the request of the Town, SMTC staff will attend up to three Town-sponsored 
community meetings where the bicycle and pedestrian facilities are to be discussed.  
The SMTC may provide a brief overview of the project and/or to learn about other 
ongoing initiatives.  If necessary, SMTC staff may reach out to existing community 
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groups in the study area and seek their assistance in notifying their members about the 
study in general and specifically about the public meeting.   
 
Distribution of study materials 
If deemed necessary (at the discretion of the SAC and/or other appropriate SMTC 
committees), the SMTC may distribute study-specific information at sites throughout 
the study area (e.g. schools, community centers, libraries, etc.).  This information may 
include one or more of the following: introductory flier, meeting notice, and a comment 
card.  It is also the SMTC’s intent to work with and encourage other agencies to include 
this information in their publications or to assist in material distribution.  
 
Approved documents, such as the study’s Final Report, may be made available at 
libraries in the vicinity of the study area.  News releases will be produced to announce 
the availability of such items, as well as invite written comments to be submitted to the 
SMTC. 
 
Public comment 
All interested individuals (especially those who are not able to attend the public 
meetings or participate in direct contact with the SMTC staff) are encouraged to submit 
comments to the SMTC.  This message will be publicized and made clear verbally and on 
study material and publications.  The public is also welcome to attend any of the 
publicized SMTC Executive, Planning and Policy Committee meetings, at which the Plan 
may be on the agenda as a discussion item. 
 
VI. Press releases and media coverage 
 
The SMTC will issue press releases announcing the details of the public meeting to all 
major and minor newspapers, television stations, and radio in advance.  If necessary, 
the SMTC will also send additional news releases, or take the initiative to promote 
media coverage on pertinent developments pertaining to the Plan.   
  
All media inquiries should be directed to the SMTC director or project manager.  
However, this is not always possible.  If you (e.g. SMTC committee members, SAC 
members, and/or interested stakeholders associated with the study) are interviewed by 
the media, please limit your comments to your respective agency’s opinion or 
involvement in the study.  Speaking to the media on specific issues and questions 
regarding this Plan, including its progress and development, is the exclusive 
responsibility of the SMTC. 
 
VII. SMTC publications 
 
The SMTC publishes a newsletter, DIRECTIONS, that offers news about its activities and 
particular studies.  This newsletter is distributed to over 5,000 individuals, some of 
whom include the media; local, state, and federal agencies associated with the SMTC; 
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municipal and elected officials; community agencies and representatives; and a large 
number of interested citizens.  It is anticipated that articles on the Plan (e.g. study 
development issues or the announcement or coverage of a public meeting) will be 
published in future issues of DIRECTIONS.  Should the need arise for the production of a 
separate newsletter/flier/report to convey a timely study development, the SMTC staff 
is prepared to perform this additional task.  It is also important to note that the mailing 
list of the SMTC newsletter, DIRECTIONS, will be updated to include all members of the 
SAC, stakeholders, and others interested or involved in the Plan. 
 
The SMTC web site (www.smtcmpo.org) will also serve as a resource for general 
information about the SMTC, the Plan, and any final reports. 
 
VIII. Conclusion 
 
It is important for the SMTC to understand public attitudes and values.  Through the 
activities described in this public involvement plan, the SMTC will solicit public input and 
provide opportunities for the public to develop greater awareness of, and active 
involvement, in the project.  This Plan aims to identify opportunities for the Town to 
identify feasible bicycle and pedestrian facility improvements along key roadways within 
the central of DeWitt.  The involvement of those living and working in and near DeWitt’s 
central neighborhoods is crucial to the success of this study. 
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 Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation 
Council 

100 Clinton Square 
126 North Salina Street, Suite 100 

Syracuse, New York 13202 

Phone (315) 422-5716 
Fax (315) 422-7753 
www.smtcmpo.org 

 
Central DeWitt Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility Plan 

Presentation to Town of DeWitt Planning Board 
Town of DeWitt Office 

Thursday, April 27, 2017 
7:00 – 7:30 P.M. 

 
Attendees: 
Mike Alexander, SMTC 
James D’Agostino, SMTC 
Mario Colone, SMTC 
Aaron McKeon, SMTC 
Town Planning Board members 
Sam Gordon, Town Planner 
Stephanie Guereschi, Planner 
Members of the public  
 
Meeting Discussion Items: 

After the formal start of the meeting, presided over by Board Chair Peter Webber, Mr. 
Alexander introduced himself and the purpose of the project.  Utilizing a PowerPoint 
presentation (attached), Mr. Alexander walked meeting attendees through the following 
subjects: 

 Introduction to the SMTC 
 Central DeWitt Mobility Plan purpose & objectives 
 Roadway characteristics 
 Bicycle and pedestrian facility recommendations 

Mr. Alexander then opened the floor to questions and answers. 

 Mr. Webber: Do you have a completion date for the report? 
 Mr. D’Agostino: mid-summer, 2017 

 



 Mr. Schroeder: Where would the funding come from to implement these 
recommendations? 

 Mr. Gordon: The roadways that were selected to be part of this study are eligible 
for Transportation Improvement Program funding, which would cover 80 
percent of the cost of the improvements.  Additionally, low-cost options have 
been identified that the Town may be able to act on, on its own, this year.  
Larger investments would have longer timeframes. 

 Mr. Alexander: New York State Department of Transportation funding is 
expected to become available this summer. 
 

 Mr. Schroeder: What are you looking for from the Planning Board tonight? 
 Mr. Alexander: This was an informational session; the SMTC is looking for 

comments and questions on the project. 
 

 Mr. Schroeder: All of the improvements are within existing roadway right-of-way? 
 Mr. Alexander: Generally, yes. 
 Mr. Gordon: There are “roads by use” in the study; it is harder to say where the 

right-of-way limits are for these roads. 
 

 Mr. Webber: Thank you for coming. 

 

The Planning Board presentation concluded at approximately 7:30. 

One member of the public was interested in discussing options and ideas further, following the 
presentation.   

  



Appendix C 

Road Measurement Summary Table and 
Reference Map 
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Appendix D 

Uncontrolled Crosswalk Treatment Guidelines, 
New York State Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 













Appendix E 

List of References 



List of References 

 A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets, American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), Fourth Addition, 2001 

 Accessible Sidewalks and Street Crossings, FHWA-SA-03-01,  
 Accident Analysis (NYSDOT Accident Location Information System (ALIS) 
 Designing Sidewalks and Trails for Access, United States Department of Transportation 

(USDOT), July 1999 
 Design of Bicycle Facilities (NYSDOT Highway Design Manual, Chapter 17) 
 Guide to Bikeway Facilities, AASHTO, Fourth Addition, 2012 
 Guidance to Complete Streets Design (NYSDOT Highway Design Manual, Chapter 17) 
 Incorporating On-Road Bicycle Networks into Resurfacing Projects, FHWA, March 2016 
 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, 2009  
 Metropolitan and Pedestrian Planning Handbook, USDOT, February 2017 
 NYSDOT Engineering Instruction (EI) / Engineering Directive (ED) / Traffic Safety and 

Mobility Instruction (TSMI) for various facilities: 
 Applicability of Americans with Disability Act (ADA) Guidelines to Pedestrian Safety 

Action Plan (PSAP) Countermeasures TSMI 17-02 
 Design, Construction and Inspection of Pedestrian Facilities in the Public Right of 

Way – ED 15-004 
 High-Visibility Crosswalk Markings – TSMI 16-05 
 In-Street and Overhead Pedestrian Crossing Signs – TSMI 16-02 
 Raised Crosswalks – EI 13-018 
 Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons – TSMI 15-03 
 Retroreflective Sign Post Strips – TSMI 16-03 
 Rumble Strips – Required Installation of Secondary Highway Audible Roadway 

Delineators (SHARDS) EI 16-014 
 Shared Lane Markings (SLM) Policy TSMI 13-07 

 New York State Highway Laws (pertaining to Highway-By-Use) 
 Article 6, Section 6-626 
 Article 8, Section 170 
 Article 8, Section 189 

 New York State Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (PSAP), June 20, 2016 
 Pedestrian Facility Design (NYSDOT Highway Design Manual, Chapter 18)  
 Pedestrian Generator Checklist (NYSDOT Highway Design Manual, Chapter 18) 
 Proposed Guidelines for Pedestrian Facilities in the Public Right of Way Accessibility 

Guidelines (PROWAG), July 26, 2011 
 Small Town and Rural Multimodal Networks – FHWA-HEP-17-024, December 2016 
 Speed limits and traffic volumes (NYSDOT Traffic Data Viewer) 
 Traffic Sign Handbook for Local Roads 2011 - New York State Edition, September 2011 

Federal Highway Administration Technical Advisory Shoulder and Edge line Rumble Strips 
T 5040.39, Revision 1 November 7, 2011  

 Urban Bikeway Design Guide, National Association of City Transportation Officials 
(NACTO), 2011  
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